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Thanks to all who attended the September meeting. If you didn’t attend

From the Presidents Desk:

you missed all the fun.

The Rifle Raffle tickets need to be sold so we can build up our general
fund. If %/_ou_ need tickets to sell get in touch with George White or Mike
This is our big fundraisers for the year so please help out.

Isbell.

| will not be attending the October meeting because | will be in Germany
enjoying Octoberfest, the real one. | will not be back in country until the

30th.

Well, | guess the idea of a fall picnic is out of the equation. So please

put on you best thmkmg cap and lets have a Spring Picnic. Don’t forget
hristmas Party to plan and the October meeting

would be a good starting place. Try and get George to bring his corn.

that we also have the

Please come to the next meeting so Mike, Charles and Dave cane tell

you the story about how | almost got arrested.

Gotin #. Fowe
President John H. Howe (580) 304-5053 |President@okvva750.0rg
Vice-President Mike Isbell (580) 401-4648 | gunnyisy@att.net
Secretary Marie Mayo (580) 628-3215 [ uswacmayo@yahoo.com
Treasurer Rod Kutz (580) 761-5746 | rodkutz@sbcglobal.net
Newsletter Editor / :
Webmaster John H. Howe (580) 304-5053 | johnhhowe@me.com

V.V.A. Chapter 750 Board Members: John H Howe, Mike Isbell, Rod Kutz, Marie Mayo, Bob
Hart, Fred Collins and George White.

THE NEXT CHAPTER 750 BUSINESS MEETING:

OcT. 207TH, 1900

HOURS (7 P.M.), AT THE AMERICAN LEGION POST ON SOUTH STREET.

This newsletter was printed and distributed by THE UPS STORE, 14th St., Ponca City.
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Minutes 15 September 2011

Meeting called to order by President
Howe at 7:10 PM

Pledge of allegiance and a moment of
silence for all POW/MIA'S and active
duty personnel.

Invocation by Larry Gantz

Attendance: 16 members and 1
associate

Minutes were read and accepted
Treasurer’s Report:
mmi R

Monument. No members present to
give report.

Membership: 103 members
Old Business:

Kay County Fair: Rusty Easley and
John Howe working Friday night

OU-Texas raffle drawing will be held 30

Sep in American Legion Lounge at 7
PM.

Rifle raffle drawing will be held 5 Nov.

Poker Run: Motion was made to give
all profits from Poker Run to
scholarship fund. Motion carried. All
workers for the Poker Run will be
assigned at next meeting. Please pick
up door prizes.

Oktoberfest is being held 7 and 8
October. All workers have been
assigned.

Watch fire workers and permit have
been taken care of.

Veterans Day Parade: Motion made
and passed to donate $500.00 to

parade.

New Business:

A letter was read from Angel Fire
requesting our dues. A motion was
made to pay the $30.00 dues. The
motion carried.

George White made a motion to
donate $200.00 to the Newkirk FFA.
The motion carried.

Marie Mayo stated that she has found
a family for our Christmas Party. She
has also found 2 families for the
Thanksgiving and Christmas baskets.
More information will be provided at a
later meeting.

President Howe told us that Ken
Luttrell receives phone calls from
military wives whose husbands are
currently deployed overseas needing
help with home repairs. A discussion
held. Ken will continue to act as the
point person receiving theses calls.
The chapter will set up lists of
members to volunteer to help in
different areas of repair so that Ken
can call someone from that list to help.
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The chapter will pay for parts, etc. each month and their sausage,

_ _ pancake, biscuit and gravy breakfasts

Jerry Wheeler said that the American the 2nd and 4t Saturday mornings.
Legion has a room that we can use as The cost is only $5.00
a food bank for non-perishable food
items to help those in need. Meeting adjourned at 7:55 PM.
Let’s all try and help the Legion by Next Meeting 20 October

remembering their hamburger and fries
on the 1stand 3™ Friday evenings of

Citation: For conspicuous heroism and
courage above and beyond the call of
duty as leader of a marine fighter

GALER, ROBERT EDWARD

Rank and organization: Major, U.S.
Marine Corps, Marine Fighter Sqdn.
244,

Place: Solomon Islands Area. Entered
service at: Washington.

Born: 23 October 1913, Seattle, Wash.

Other Navy awards: Navy Cross, squadron in aerial combat with enemy

Distinguished Flying Cross. Japanese forces in the Solomon
Islands area. Leading his squadron
repeatedly in daring and aggressive
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raids against Japanese aerial forces,
vastly superior in numbers, Maj. Galer
availed himself of every favorable
attack opportunity, individually
shooting down 11 enemy bomber and
fighter aircraft over a period of 29
days. Though suffering the extreme
physical strain attendant upon
protracted fighter operations at an

altitude above 25,000 feet, the
squadron under his zealous and
inspiring leadership shot down a total
of 27 Japanese planes. His superb
airmanship, his outstanding skill and
personal valor reflect great credit upon
Maj. Galer's gallant fighting spirit and
upon the U.S. Naval Service.

‘Unwritten Diary’ -March 9, 1967 —a poem by LJP:

“Eighteen-year-old man, what have you seen

“With rifle clenched and clean,
“In jungles thick and green,
“With angry vines and rotted limbs?

“What have you heard

“While listening on lonely watch,

“In jungles wet hells,

“That spit red ants at your naked neck,
“And starving leaches at your weary feet?

“What have you tasted
“While half a world away,
“In jungles’ empty gardens,

“Where cold beans sufficed,
“With treated water chaser?

“What have you smelled

“While trailing young boy wonders,
“In jungles’ ancient stench,

“Where trees are host to fungi,
“Near putrid water trench?

“Suddenly, stuttering firing,

“Then, sputtering response succumbs,
“In jungles of sandaled enemies,
“With rice rations and Russian rifles.

“Eighteen-year-old man, if we meet again
“Tell us more.
“If we ourselves have learned by then.”

Airman to be Awarded Air Force Cross

For a moment on Oct. 5, 2009, Air
Force Staff Sgt. Robert Gutierrez
thought he might die in Afghanistan.

Gutierrez and a team of Green Berets
from the 7th Special Forces Group
were pinned inside a building in Herat

province, outnumbered by Taliban
fighters and without an escape route.

As a combat controller, it was
Gutierrez's job to call in and direct air
support. But Gutierrez could barely
talk.
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A gunshot wound to his chest had
collapsed a lung while narrowly
missing his heart. The Special Forces
team leader also was shot.

Despite his injuries, Gutierrez kept
fighting, leveling his M-4 rifle toward
enemy fighters while refusing to
relinquish his radio.

He had to, he said. Otherwise, he'd be
a burden to the Green Berets around
him.

"It never is about oneself; it is always
about the others first, then you last,"
said Gutierrez, who at the time was
assigned to Pope Air Force Base's 21st
Special Tactics Squadron. "l had a
second to think about not making it.
After that, | told myself that | was going
to get up and fight. | had an unborn
child to see and my wife and family to
come home to."

For his actions that day, Gutierrez will
be awarded the Air Force Cross this
fall. The award, the highest an Airman
can receive outside the Medal of
Honor, is approved by the president.

A spokeswoman for Air Force Special
Operations Command said the medal
is expected to be announced today by
Gen. Norton Schwartz, chief of staff of
the Air Force, during the Air Force
Association Convention.

Gutierrez will receive the cross in late
October during a ceremony at Hurlburt
Field, Fla., where he is currently
assigned, the spokeswoman said.

As the team medic treated his injuries
and inflated his collapsed lung,
Gutierrez called in three strafing runs
from an A-10 Warthog, obliterating the
enemy and allowing the team to make
it out alive.

"l refused to give up on that soil,"
Gutierrez said. "If | did, | would be a
burden to my team and that was
unacceptable. So | just drove on."

The strafing runs were so close --
enemy fighters were estimated to be
only 30 feet away -- that Gutierrez's
eardrums burst.

"Throughout the four-hour battle, Sgt.
Gutierrez's valorous actions, at great
risk to his own life, helped save the
lives of his teammates and dealt a
crushing blow to the regional Taliban
network," says a citation that will
accompany Gutierrez's medal.

"Through his extraordinary heroism,
superb airmanship, and
aggressiveness in the face of the
enemy, Sgt. Gutierrez reflected the
highest credit upon himself and the
United States Air Force."

The battle for which Gutierrez is being
recognized came during a high-risk
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nighttime raid to capture the Taliban's
second-in-command for the region,
according to the citation, which was
released ahead of today's
announcement.

Gutierrez said he paid little attention to
his injuries, crediting his training for
helping him concentrate on his duties
and the Special Forces medic for
saving his life.

"My main focus was to eliminate the
threat because the situation and
problem was not about me, it was
about making sure that my team would
be covered and safe," he said. "He
was one of the best medics | have ever
worked with, and | had the utmost
confidence in him."

Gutierrez, 31, will be the second living
Air Force Special Operations Soldier to
receive the Air Force Cross and one of
only five total, according to Air Force
Special Operations Command.

The medal itself, which dates to 1964,
has been awarded fewer than 200
times.

Gutierrez joined the Air Force in March
2002, just months after being added to
a waiting list at a recruiter's office after
the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks.

He tried to enlist the day after the
attacks, Gutierrez said, but recruiting
stations were closed.

Earlier this month, Gutierrez was one
of five service members to accompany
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta on a
visit to the 9/11 memorial and One
World Trade Center site in New York.

Gutierrez said he became a combat
controller because he wanted to make
"as much impact against the enemy as
possible."

From September 2009 until April,
Gutierrez was based with Pope's 21st
Special Tactics Squadron.

Gutierrez had seen combat on several
prior deployments, but he had never
been seriously injured before the Oct.
5, 2009, battle, he said.

In addition to the bullet wound,
collapsed lung and ruptured eardrums,
Gutierrez broke two ribs during the
attack.

The months after the battle included
multiple blood infections, three blood
transfusions and seven surgeries.

Nearly two years after the battle in
Herat, Gutierrez is stationed at Hurlburt
Field, Fla., where he serves as an Air
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Force Special Operations training
instructor.

Earlier this year, he told Air Force
Magazine that he was about 98
percent recovered but still had limited
movement in one arm.

From Hurlburt Field, Gutierrez is close
to the new home of the 7th Special

Forces Group, which moved from Fort
Bragg to Eglin Air Force Base this year.

Gutierrez said he still has a close bond
with members of the Special Forces
team that he helped save.

"I had never worked with them before,"
he said, "but they brought me into their
team as if | was one of them. They
treated me as an asset."

Amputations Up Sharply for Troops in Afghan War

The counterinsurgency tactic that is
sending U.S. troops out on foot patrols
among the Afghan people, rather than
riding in armored vehicles, has
contributed to a dramatic increase in
arm and leg amputations, genital
injuries and the loss of multiple limbs
following blast injuries.

These devastating injuries affect unit
morale. They also give rise to talk on
the battlefield that some troops had
made secret pacts not to help each
other survive if they were so severely
injured, a new report said Tuesday.

The number of U.S. troops who had
amputations rose sharply from 86 in
2009, to 187 in 2010 and 147 so far
this year, military officials said
Tuesday, releasing the report on
catastrophic wounds.

Of those, the number of troops who
lost two or three limbs rose from 23 in

2009 to 72 last year to 77 so far this
year. Only a dozen or so of all
amputations came from Iraq and the
rest were from Afghanistan, where
militants are pressing the insurgency
with roadside bombs, handmade land
mines and other explosives.

Officials said genital injuries also have
risen significantly, but they did not give
specific figures.

The sharp rise in severe injuries came
as a buildup of foreign forces
expanded the counterinsurgency
strategy that seeks to protect civilians,
win their support away from
insurgents and help build an Afghan
government the population will
embrace instead. The soldier on foot
is at greater risk for severe injuries,
Tuesday's report noted, "and the
injury severity (in Afghanistan)
confirms this."
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Military doctors told a Pentagon news
conference that their study found that
while the severity of injuries was going
up, the rates of those killed in action
was going down. They attributed the
improved survival rate to improved
care both immediately on the
battlefield -- such as the application of
tourniquets -- and in their later care.

The report, completed in June, was
ordered early this year by the Army
surgeon general, Lt. Gen. Eric B.
Schoomaker, to look into the causes
of the steep increase in severe
injuries, prevention, protection,
treatment and long-term care for the
troops. The task force report made 92
recommendations, including some on
training, injury analysis, improved
blood products
and improved
care for the
injured during
transport,
some of which
already have
been
implemented.

Officials said
they were not
looking just at
saving lives,
but also saving lifestyles.

"These are life-defining injuries for
these warriors and their families, but it
is not desperate," said Brig. Gen.
Joseph Caravalho Jr., an Army doctor

and head of the study. "It's not just
about saving lives, it's about doing
everything military medicine can do to
help them lead full and productive
lives."

Their care addresses what he called
the "emotional and spiritual" aspects
of the injuries, which Caravalho noted
some of the troops could be living with
for the next 60 years or more.

The task force was looking into what
the doctors called "dismounted
complex blast injuries." Dismounted
means those suffered by troops on
foot and complex means that they
produce a pattern of wounds. It
involves amputation of at least one
leg, severe injury or loss of a second
extremity and
wounding of
the pelvis,
abdomen or
urinary tract
and genitals.
The report
said that
these
devastating
types of
injuries "took
their toll on
unit morale.

"To some, the resultant burden on
their family and loved ones seemed
too much to accept, and, anecdotally,
some actually developed "do not
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resuscitate' pacts with their battle
buddies in the event of this type of
injury,” it said.

Two military doctors this year have
said publicly that they had heard talk
among young Marines that some did
not want to continue living and had
made such agreements for cases in
which they might sustain loss of their
genitals. The agreement reportedly
was that if they were so injured on the
battlefield, their buddy would not apply
a tourniquet. One doctor later said he
knew of no instance where this actually
occurred and the other never offered

any specifics on the talk that went
around in the field.

Asked why he included this in his
report, Caravalho said, because the
rumor "is plausible, and if it's plausible,
then that's enough to be concerning to
me. ... | want to make sure that we do
everything we can to help our young
people realize that this is not a
desperate, hopeless situation."

He said the military went through
similar problems earlier in the war, for
instance when troops were getting
devastating burns, "and we've given
those folks full and productive lives."

OLD OR NEW

Both are capable of taking the enemy back to the stone age

o/ MotivatedPhotos.com
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Roofing done Right

Jeff Beets

Vice-President

Office 580-762-7705
Fax 580-762-7712

735 N. Union
Ponca City, OK 74601

B CREATIVE CABINETS

Dale Conner
126 East Hartford
Ponca City, Oklahoma 74601

Phone: 580-762-9500
580-716-0201 (cell)

Niemann Fencing Company
"Quality Materials and Expert Installation"”

DON NIEMANN, JR.
Office (580) 762-3300
Fax (580) 762-4440

P.O. Box 1188
Ponca City, OK 74602

Wild Bill's
Custom Embroidery ~ Hot Rod Art

Bill and Cathie Sanders

3447 N. Enterprise Road
Ponca City, OK 74604
H & W 580-765-9042
Bill 580-749-0161 L
Cathie 580-749-0160 G¥

Member of VVA Chapter 750

Bivi ssociates, Inc.

Registered Investment Advisor
“The Retirement Specialists”

412 S. 14th / P.O. Box 510

Wm. Stan Bivin, CFP® Ponca City, OK 74602
Certified Financial Planner (580) 762-1121/ (800) 352-3890
President sbivin@bivinandassociates.com

DEANS HOME IMPROVEMENIS

Dean Townley
Owner

* OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

* SPECIALIZING IN YOUR
SATISFACTION

° Room Additions

900 South 5th street
Ponca City OK 74601
PHONE (580) 304-6026

* All types of repairs, Roofing
* Residential & Commercial

¢ Manufactured Homes

e-mail deantownley@yahoo.com o Tile, Marble, Carpet, Linoleum

» Workers’ Compensation

* Social Security Disability
* Personal Injury

* Insurance Bad Faith

* Wrongful Death

* Nursing H(;me Negligence

Fred Boettcher Law
EASTMAN NATIONAL BANK BLDG.
222 E. GRAND AVE. MEZZANINE FLOOR
PoNca CiIty, OK 74601
WWW.BOETTCHERLAWOFFICE.COM

» Automobile Accident

mRD’S

air conditioning, inc.
209 N. First e Ponca City, OK 74601

Michael Ward
Home (580) 767-1087 / Office (580) 762-9513

The Season Professionals
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Number Status Expires Last Member Name
"$57 #BTPSF &EXBSE -
"$57 #FSFOT 8BZOF +
"$57 #FSSJBO +S [)PXBSE '
"$57 $BSSPMM +S [.BVSJDF +
"$57 $PMF %FMCFSU
"$57 $PWFZ $IBSMFT 7
"$57 $SPVHI .JDIBFM
"$57 &BTMFZ 3PCFSU
"$57 'VMU]J #SBEMFZ $
"$57 )BMM 'SBOL "
"$57 -FXJT +JN
"$57 -VJT %WFOOJT "
"$57 -VUUSFMM ,FO
"$57 .BSTUPO +JNNJF -
"$57 .JMMEFES $IBSMFT .
"$57 0TCPSO 4JEQOFZ
"$57 3JUUFS "M
"$57 4BXZFEST +S 3PCFSU -
"$57 4NJUI 4UFQIFO &
"$57 5FUFO "MMFO -
"$57 8FISMF 5JN

Please support V.V.A. Chapter 750 by renewing you membership

today. Thanks Rod Kutz, Membership

Membership Renewal Make checks Payable to: V.V.A. Chapter 750
Options

1 Year $20 Please mail checks to:

3 Years $50 V.V.A. Chapter 750

Life Membership Schedule

Age <= 49 |$250
50 - 55 $225
56 - 60 $200
61 - 65 $175
=or> $150

Attn: Membership
P.O. Box 1625

Ponca City, OK 74602-1625

All Membership Applications must be
accompanied with a DD-214.
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VIETNAM VETERANS OF AMERICA
CHAPTER 750

P.O. Box 1625
PaNcA CiITY, OK 74602



