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V.V.A. Chapter 750 Board Members: John H Howe, Mike Isbell, Rod Kutz, Marie Mayo, Bob Hart, 
Fred Collins and George White.

The next Chapter 750 business meeting: November 21st, 1900 hours (7 p.m.), at the 
American Legion Post on South Street.

From the Presidents Desk:
Thanks to all who attended the August meeting.  Membership in our chapter is a 
choice. .A choice to not forget our fellow warriors that may need our help.  Help 
that we gladly give without reservations.
What a busy past 30 days.  The ‘Watchfire’, ‘Oktoberfest’ at the Marlan Mansion and 
our ‘Annual Poker Run’.  All were pulled off, with what I believe to be, a BIG success.
I want to thank David Harris, Mike Isbell, Larry Grantz, Ron Privett, Bob Hart, Bob 
Robbins, Gary Strickland, Ross Neeley, Ron Felty, Jim Kanelokas, John Foster 
Charles Tingley and Rusty Easley for making the ‘Watchfire’ a success.
I want to thank George White, Jerry Johns, David Harris, Larry Gantz and Mike Isbell 
for their making the ‘Oktoberfest’ Rifle Raffle sales a wonderful success.  Around 
$1,400 in tickets were sold.
I Want to thank Marie Mayo, Bob Hart,Larry Anderson, Craig Sandy, Larry Gantz, Bill 
Sanders, Fred Collins, and Mike Isbell for making the Poker Run a success.
At the November 21st meeting Please bring in ALL Riffle Raffle tickets and money.  
The winning ticket will be pulled after the Veterans day parade on Nov. 6th at the 
American Legion luncheon.  We MUST have all ticket stubs turned in prior to Nov. 
6th. 
Please support our advertisers because they support us.
Contact John at johnhhowe@me.com to be added to the email list.
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September 16th Minutes
Meeting called to order at 7 P.M. by 
President John Howe.
Pledge of allegiance and a moment of 
silence for all POW/MIA’s and active duty 
personnel.
Invocation by Bob Robbins

Members Present:   18 and 1 associate; 1 
guest, Dennis Long

Minutes were read and accepted as read.

Treasurer’s Report

Committee Reports:
Monument: No activity
Bricks:  Nothing to report
Membership:  100 members and 6 associate 
members

Old Business:

Rifle Raffle: Going great. Mike Isbell will have 
a table at the bowling alley next Wednesday.

Poker Run:  The route is completed. Our 
volunteers for the run are: American Legion 
sign in - Robert Hart, Marie Mayo and Cathy 
Sanders.
Red Barn: Larry Anderson and Craig Sandy; 
Shidler - John Howe; Arkansas City - George 
White; Quickee  in Tonkawa - Mike Isbell and 
Fred Collins;
Ody’s - Hart, Mayo and Sanders.

Watch Fire:  Bob Robbins will chair event.  
The Watch Fire will start at 6 P.M. on the 18th 
of September.  David Harris is providing the 
wood.  John Howe got the permit.

Kay County Free Fair:  We were unable to 
get a booth this year, but know the 
procedures and who to contact next year.

Fall Chapter Picnic:  The picnic will be held 
on the 23rd of October.  Bill Sanders 
provided directions to his home. A sign-up 
sheet was provided for side dishes. Bill lives 
at 3447 N. Enterprise Rd., Ponca City. If you 
were not able to sign up at meeting and are 
planning to attend, please call Bill or Cathy at 
765-9042.

New Business:
President Howe asked that members not 
volunteer to help unless you plan to show up.  

Please help us find door prizes for the Poker 
Run. Obtaining door prizes is not a simple 
task and we need your help..

President Howe said the State Council 
meeting is 15th and 16th of October in Tulsa.
Mike Isbell said the owner of The Fox has 
purchased a new wheelchair and given it to 
the chapter. Marie Mayo will send a thank 
you card.

Oktoberfest is the 2nd and 3rd of October at 
the Marland Mansion. The cost of a space for 
our booth is $30.00.  A motion was made and 
carried for the chapter to be there. David 
Harris and Larry Grantz volunteered to work 
the 10/2.   Mike Isbell and President Howe 
will be there on 10/3.

Motion to adjourn. Motion carried
Meeting adjourned at 7:50 P.M.
Next meeting 21 of October at the American 
Legion Building.
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Medal of Honor recipient dies of 
lung cancer at 79

A full military funeral for David H. McNerney 
is scheduled for noon on Saturday at Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church, 915 Runneburg, in 
Crosby. 

Burial will follow at the Houston National 
Cemetery, 10410 Veterans Memorial.
Source: National 4th Infantry Division Assoc.

David H. McNerney, a Medal of Honor 
recipient whose Vietnam War heroics later 
became the subject of a documentary, died 
Sunday after a battle with lung cancer. The 
Crosby man was 79.

His actions on a day in March 1967 still have 
a profound impact on his colleagues.

"There's a bunch of guys walking around 
today who wouldn't be here if it wasn't for 
him," Leonard McElroy said of fighting 
alongside McNerney in Vietnam. He said the 
soldiers of A Company were in awe of him.

"We treated him like he was our father," said 
McElroy, of Mission. "He treated us like we 
were his kids."

McNerney was born June 2, 1931, in Lowell, 
Mass. His family later moved to Houston, 
where he graduated from St. Thomas High 
School in 1949.

First Sgt. McNerney had already served two 
combat tours in 1966 when he was assigned 
to a company of green infantrymen at Fort 
Lewis, Wash.

"His job was to train us for Vietnam but he 
wasn't going with us," said Sam Ponsoll, 
from Danville, Ky.,who served with McNerney 

in A Company, 1st Battalion, 8th Infantry 
Regiment. By pulling enough strings with the 
4th Infantry Division brass, though, 
McNerney eventually received orders to 
accompany "his boys" into combat.

In March 1967, the company of fewer than 
100 soldiers was attacked by a much larger 
force near the Central Highlands village of 
Polei Doc.

McNerney dashed through a hail of gunfire 
and took charge after learning that the 
company's commander and artillery forward 
observer had been killed. Although wounded 
by a North Vietnamese grenade, McNerney 
wiped out a machine gun position and called 
artillery fire to within 20 meters of his own 
position to repulse the waves of enemy 
soldiers threatening to overrun the U.S. lines.

All the while, McNerney continued moving 
throughout the company's battlefield area — 
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adjusting the position, checking on his 
soldiers and pulling the wounded to safety.

"If he was there, we just didn't have any 
worries," Ponsoll said. "We knew he was 
going to take care of us."

McNerney also crawled outside the relative 
safety of the perimeter to grab enough 
explosives from abandoned rucksacks to 
clear away a landing zone for the medical 
evacuation helicopters.

McNerney remained with his troops until the 
n e x t d a y w h e n t h e n e w c o m p a n y 
commander arrived.

He returned to the United States later that 
year. President Lyndon Johnson B. Johnson 
presented him with the Medal of Honor in 
1968. McNerney later volunteered for a 
fourth tour in Vietnam before retiring from the 
military in 1969.

McNerney returned to Texas after Vietnam 
and worked for U.S. Customs at the Port of 
Houston until his second retirement in 1995.

The documentary about McNerney - Honor 
in the Valley of Tears - premiered earlier this 
year. Sam Ponsoll told his son, New York-
based filmmaker John Ponsoll, that he would 
need the thumbs up from McNerney before 

the veterans from A Company would open 
up.

"If he tells you 'yes,' everybody in the 
company will cooperate," Ponsoll said. "They 
ended up doing 65 hours of interviews with 
the guys in the company."

The veterans of A Company kept in touch 
with McNerney over the years. About 30 
came to the American Legion post in Crosby 
in September for the dedication of a 
monument to him.

It was clear, said post member Don Guillory, 
that the guest of honor wouldn't be around 
much longer.

After the ceremony, the veterans of A 
Company joined their former first sergeant at 
a restaurant near the post. He beckoned 
them to gather around his table.
"He told them goodbye and said how proud 
he was to have served with them," Guillory 
recalled.

They later lined up outside the restaurant 
and gave McNerney a final salute as he 
drove away.

"There wasn't a dry eye there," Guillory said. 
"That was the saddest thing I've ever seen."

Guillory said McNerney went into the hospice 
unit last week at the Michael E. DeBakey VA 
Medical Center.

"He was a soldier to the end and he wanted 
to die with soldiers," Guillory said.

McNERNEY, DAVID H.
Rank and organization: First Sergeant, U.S. 
Army, Company A, 1st Battalion, 8th Infantry, 
4th Infantry Division. 
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Place and date: polei Doc, Republic of 
Vietnam, 22 March 1967. 

Entered service at: Fort Bliss, Tex. Born: 2 
June 1931, Lowell, Mass. 

Citation: 1st Sgt. McNerney distinguished 
himself when his unit was attacked by a 
North Vietnamese battalion near polei Doc. 
Running through the hail of enemy fire to the 
area of heaviest contact, he was assisting in 
the development of a defensive perimeter 
when he encountered several enemy at 
close range. He killed the enemy but was 
painfully injured when blown from his feet by 
a grenade. In spite of this injury, he assaulted 
and destroyed an enemy machine gun 
position that had pinned down 5 of his 
comrades beyond the defensive line. Upon 
learning his commander and artillery forward 
observer had been killed, he assumed 
command of the company. He adjusted 
artillery fire to within 20 meters of the 
position in a daring measure to repulse ??
enemy assaults. When the smoke grenades 
used to mark the position were gone, he 
moved into a nearby clearing to designate 
the location to friendly aircraft. In spite of 
enemy fire he remained exposed until he 
was certain the position was spotted and 
then climbed into a tree and tied the 
identification panel to its highest branches. 
Then he moved among his men readjusting 
their position, encouraging the defenders 
and checking the wounded. As the hostile 

assaults slackened, he began clearing a 
helicopter landing site to evacuate the 
wounded. When explosives were needed to 
remove large trees, he crawled outside the 
relative safety of his perimeter to collect 
demoli t ion material from abandoned 
rucksacks. Moving through a fusillade of fire 
he returned with the explosives that were 
vital to the clearing of the landing zone. 
Disregarding the pain of his injury and 
refusing medical evacuation 1st Sgt. 
McNerney remained with his unit until the 
next day when the new commander arrived. 
First Sgt. McNerney's outstanding heroism 
and leadership were inspirational to his 
comrades. His actions were in keeping with 
the highest traditions of the U.S. Army and 
reflect great credit upon himself and the 
Armed Forces of his country.

VA Presumptive VN Vet
Diseases

The Department of Veterans Affairs 
published its final regulation Aug.31  
for compensating Vietnam veterans with 
ischemic heart disease, Parkinson's disease 
or B-cell leukemia, or their surviving 
spouses. Veterans diagnosed 

with  these diseases only will have to show 
they stepped foot in Vietnam sometime from  
Jan. 9, 1962 through May 7, 1975, to qualify 
for service-connected disability  ratings and 
compensation. The first batch of payments 
will be made immediately  after 30 OCT, 
when a required 60-day review period for 
Congress will expire. As  many as 93,000 
veterans and survivors who filed claims 
previously for these  conditions are in line for 
retroactive payments. 

Another 60,000 claims have been  filed since 
13 OCT, when VA Secretary Eric Shinseki 
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announced that these  diseases would be 
added to the list of ailments VA presumes are 
caused by  wartime exposure to Agent 
Orange. VA projects that at least 150,000 
more claims  will be filed over the next 12 to 
18 months. To stop payments, both the 
Senate  and House in this election year 
would have to pass a joint resolution to block  
the regulation. President Obama then would 
have to sign the resolution, after  his own 
Office of Management and Budget spent the 
past two months studying the  VA rule before 
finally approving it. So VA officials are 
preparing to make  payments. 

Here's a rundown of how payments will be 
handled for  categories of veterans and 
survivors. This information came from an 
interview 1  SEP with Thomas Pamperin, 
associate deputy under secretary for policy 
and  program management for the Veterans 
Benefit Administration, and Diana Rubens, 
associate deputy under secretary for field 
operations. Veterans are advised to gather 
medical records from private doctors so VA 
won't need to chedule new  exams to confirm 
their diseases: 

Retroactive Pay - Because of a  25-year-old 
court ruling, Nehmer v. Department of 
Veterans Affairs, VA must  review claims 
previously filed for these diseases and make 
payments retroactive  to the claim date, or to 
the date of the Nehmer ruling, 25 SEP 85, 
whichever is  later. 

 The 93,000 veterans and survivors so 
far identified as having  filed a claim for 
one of these diseases don't need to file 
another, said  Pamperin.  "We are going 
to review those cases on our own...back 
to the earliest  date they claimed that 
disability -- but not earlier than Nehmer -- 
and will award benefits from that date." 

 If the veteran is deceased, VA will  
award back pay to the surviving spouse. If 
no surviving spouse is found, the  
Nat ional Veterans Legal Services 
Program, which litigated the Nehmer 
decision,  will help to identify someone 
else who might be eligible for the benefits.  
Besides disability pay, back payments 
could include Dependency and Indemnity  
Compensation for the widow, enhanced 
burial benefits if a veteran's death was  
due to a service-connected condition, and 
36-months of education benefit to a  
spouse or a child, no matter what age the 
child is today, if the veteran was  100-
percent disabled at time of death. 

 If veterans or survivors are  worried the 
VA will not identified them as eligible for 
retroactive payments,  they can file a new 
claim, Pamperin said. "We are doing a 
data run against our  corporate record, 
and some of these corporate records are 
limited to six  diagnostic codes. So we've 
done the best we can with the resources 
we have to  identify people," he said. 
Diana Rubens said 1000 staffers at 13 
regional  officers, including 326 specially-
trained rating specialists, are working only  
on Nehmer claims, which can involve 
complex calculations and long searches 
for  next of kin. 

Recent Claims - 60,000 veterans and 
survivors who have  filed claims for the three 
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diseases since last October also will receive 
Nehmer  protection in that payment will be 
made back to the date of the claim. Every 
VA service center and regional office is 
working to develop and process these claims 
for payment sometime after 30 OCT."Our 
goal is to spend the next couple of months 
setting up as many claims as possible for 
payments as quickly as possible," Rubens 
said. 

Future Claims - If veterans or survivors  
planning to submit a new Agent Orange 
claim can show they had one of these  
diseases diagnosed on or before 31 AUG 
2010, and if they file their claim  before30 
AUG 2011, it will be payable back to 31 AUG 
2010, the date the  regulation took effect. 
Otherwise, payment date will be the date an 
approved  claim was filed. 

President Obama Signs Twenty-
First Century Communications 

& Video Accessibility Act of 
2010

Today President Obama signed into law  the 
Twenty-First Century Communications and 
Video Accessibility Act of 2010. This law  will 
ensure that Americans with disabilities can more 
fully participate in society and enjoy all that new 
technologies have to offer--especially Internet-
based and mobile services. The new law will 
make it easier for people who are deaf, blind or 

have low vision to access the Internet, smart 
phones, television programming and other 
communications and video technologies. The 
law will also make sure that emergency 
information is accessible to individuals who are 
blind or have low  vision. In addition, $10 million 
per year will be allocated from the Interstate 
Relay Service Fund for equipment used by 
individuals who are deaf-blind.

Services Exceed 2010 
Recruiting Goals

The Pentagon's top adviser on recruiting 
offered a positive assessment on Oct. 12 of 
the services' efforts to bring in new troops 
during fiscal 2010.

Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel 
and Readiness Clifford Stanley played down 
the poor economy's effect on recruiting and 
underscored his view that those joining are 
"the best ever" by pointing out that nearly all 
came in with at least a high school diploma.

"We're achieving 99 percent of our recruits 
[being] high school graduates," Stanley said 
during a press briefing at the Pentagon. 
"That's significant in itself."

The Pentagon said yesterday that all four 
branches met or exceeded their fiscal 2010 
recruiting goals. The Army, with a goal of 
75,500 new Soldiers, brought in 74,577. The 
Navy recruited 34,180 -- 40 more Sailors 
than goal. The Marine Corps exceeded its 
goal by 41 recruits, bringing in 28,041 new 
Marines. The Air Force took in 28,493 
recruits for the year, well above the 28,360 
goal it set.

The reserve components of each service 
also chalked up successful recruiting 

 Page: 7

http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=bWFpbGluZ2lkPTEwMzIzMjYmbWVzc2FnZWlkPVBSRC1CVUwtMTAzMjMyNiZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTEyNzY2NDE3MDYmZW1haWxpZD1qb2huaGhvd2VAbWUuY29tJnVzZXJpZD1qb2huaGhvd2VAbWUuY29tJmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&100&&&http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2010/10/08/remarks-president-signing-21st-century-communications-and-video-accessib
http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=bWFpbGluZ2lkPTEwMzIzMjYmbWVzc2FnZWlkPVBSRC1CVUwtMTAzMjMyNiZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTEyNzY2NDE3MDYmZW1haWxpZD1qb2huaGhvd2VAbWUuY29tJnVzZXJpZD1qb2huaGhvd2VAbWUuY29tJmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&100&&&http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2010/10/08/remarks-president-signing-21st-century-communications-and-video-accessib
http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=bWFpbGluZ2lkPTEwMzIzMjYmbWVzc2FnZWlkPVBSRC1CVUwtMTAzMjMyNiZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTEyNzY2NDE3MDYmZW1haWxpZD1qb2huaGhvd2VAbWUuY29tJnVzZXJpZD1qb2huaGhvd2VAbWUuY29tJmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&101&&&http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=111_cong_bills&amp;docid=f:s3304enr.txt.pdf
http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=bWFpbGluZ2lkPTEwMzIzMjYmbWVzc2FnZWlkPVBSRC1CVUwtMTAzMjMyNiZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTEyNzY2NDE3MDYmZW1haWxpZD1qb2huaGhvd2VAbWUuY29tJnVzZXJpZD1qb2huaGhvd2VAbWUuY29tJmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&101&&&http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=111_cong_bills&amp;docid=f:s3304enr.txt.pdf
http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=bWFpbGluZ2lkPTEwMzIzMjYmbWVzc2FnZWlkPVBSRC1CVUwtMTAzMjMyNiZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTEyNzY2NDE3MDYmZW1haWxpZD1qb2huaGhvd2VAbWUuY29tJnVzZXJpZD1qb2huaGhvd2VAbWUuY29tJmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&101&&&http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=111_cong_bills&amp;docid=f:s3304enr.txt.pdf
http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=bWFpbGluZ2lkPTEwMzIzMjYmbWVzc2FnZWlkPVBSRC1CVUwtMTAzMjMyNiZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTEyNzY2NDE3MDYmZW1haWxpZD1qb2huaGhvd2VAbWUuY29tJnVzZXJpZD1qb2huaGhvd2VAbWUuY29tJmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&101&&&http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=111_cong_bills&amp;docid=f:s3304enr.txt.pdf
http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=bWFpbGluZ2lkPTEwMzIzMjYmbWVzc2FnZWlkPVBSRC1CVUwtMTAzMjMyNiZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTEyNzY2NDE3MDYmZW1haWxpZD1qb2huaGhvd2VAbWUuY29tJnVzZXJpZD1qb2huaGhvd2VAbWUuY29tJmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&102&&&http://www.fcc.gov/wcb/tapd/trs/
http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=bWFpbGluZ2lkPTEwMzIzMjYmbWVzc2FnZWlkPVBSRC1CVUwtMTAzMjMyNiZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTEyNzY2NDE3MDYmZW1haWxpZD1qb2huaGhvd2VAbWUuY29tJnVzZXJpZD1qb2huaGhvd2VAbWUuY29tJmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&102&&&http://www.fcc.gov/wcb/tapd/trs/
http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=bWFpbGluZ2lkPTEwMzIzMjYmbWVzc2FnZWlkPVBSRC1CVUwtMTAzMjMyNiZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTEyNzY2NDE3MDYmZW1haWxpZD1qb2huaGhvd2VAbWUuY29tJnVzZXJpZD1qb2huaGhvd2VAbWUuY29tJmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&102&&&http://www.fcc.gov/wcb/tapd/trs/
http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=bWFpbGluZ2lkPTEwMzIzMjYmbWVzc2FnZWlkPVBSRC1CVUwtMTAzMjMyNiZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTEyNzY2NDE3MDYmZW1haWxpZD1qb2huaGhvd2VAbWUuY29tJnVzZXJpZD1qb2huaGhvd2VAbWUuY29tJmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&102&&&http://www.fcc.gov/wcb/tapd/trs/


numbers, with only the National Guard failing 
to meet its goal -- and not by much.
Stanley only briefly referenced the economy, 
which began to tank at the end of 2008 and 
has cost millions of jobs across the country.

"Our economy has something to do with this 
[success in recruiting], but not everything," 
he said. "To a person, serving their nation, 
doing it with honor, being patriots, seems to 
be the recurring theme that comes up every 
time you look at and talk to those wearing 
the uniform today."

Numbers released by the Pentagon did not 
include information on waivers, though 
Stanley said some are still given each year.

"Waivers always have been and always will 
be part of our overall … concept," Stanley 
said. "We don't have a perfect society, but 
there are all kinds of reasons for waivers."

Guardsmen in Place at Border

NOGALES, Ariz. -- Four men holding M16 
rifles stand in front of a camouflage mesh 
tent staked into the ground on a hilltop just 
west of the Mariposa Port of Entry, a few 
hundred feet north of a steel bollard border 
fence.

The Arizona National Guard soldiers scan 
left and right, gazing south into Mexico. One 
man uses binoculars. Their assignment is 
simple: Look for people crossing the U.S.-
Mexico border and tell the Border Patrol.

The National Guard troops that many border 
residents and border-state politicians have 
clamored for are finally here, with 560 now in 
place in Arizona. Most of them -- 504 to be 
exact -- will be working in around-the-clock 
border observation posts like this.

The troops have weapons and will be 
authorized to use them within the established 
rules of force, which include self defense. 
But they won't be allowed to apprehend 
anybody, the same rules as the during last 
major National Guard mission; Operation 
Jump Start from 2006-2008.

"They serve as our eyes and ears," said 
Victor Manjarrez Jr. chief of the Border 
Patrol's Tucson Sector. Agents have already 

made 400 apprehensions as a result of the 
surveillance from the National Guard posts, 
he said.

But critics say the troops won't have any 
impact on the flow of people and drugs 
because they aren't allowed to actively seek 
and apprehend.

"They're military, and instead of letting them 
do their job, we let them down there with 
typewriter ribbons and oil cans," said 
Republican state Sen. Russell Pearce, who 
wrote Arizona's controversial immigration 
legislation, SB 1070. "We send them 
overseas in harm's way but we don't let them 
defend our own borders in a proper manner?

"They've got political handcuffs on them."

But the Border Patrol says any help it can 
get helps out in its overall mission.
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"Any additional resource we can add in and 
effectively utilize to mitigate the risk along the 
southern border is absolutely significant," 
Manjarrez said.

The mission, being dubbed "Copper Cactus," 
began on Aug. 1 and is scheduled to end 
June 30. There was a slow ramp-up from 
Aug. 1 to Oct. 1 to get the full contingent of 
560 in place and there will a slow ramp-down 
to remove the troops next summer.

The 560 soldiers in Arizona represent nearly 
half of the 1,200 troops President Obama 
authorized in May for active duty along the 
U.S.-Mexico border. The mission is part of 
the Obama administration's overall border-
security plan, which includes funding for 
more federal agents to slow people and drug 
smuggling into the U.S. as well as money 
and gun trafficking into Mexico.

The cost of the border-wide mission involving 
the Guard is not to exceed $135 million, 
which will be split evenly between the 
Department of Homeland Security and 
Defense Department budgets.

In Arizona, another 24 National Guardsmen 
will work in administrative roles to support 
the troops while 28 others are assigned to 
work as criminal-intelligence analysts with 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement. All 
of the troops volunteered for the mission and 
are from the Arizona National Guard.

The Border Patrol declined to say how many 
observation posts are up along Arizona's 
border but said there are sites in Cochise, 
Santa Cruz and Pima counties. There are at 
least five sites near Nogales that are visible 
from the city. There are none on the Tohono 
O'odham Nation, one of the busiest corridors 
on the entire Southwest border, Manjarrez 
said.

The troops will have more than just 
binoculars at their disposal. Border Patrol 
agents have been trained them to use 
infrared surveillance devices, stationary 
truck-mounted cameras and technology with 
advanced optics.

Most of the spots chosen for the observation 
posts are usually manned by Border Patrol 
agents so the National Guard's presence will 
free up agents to actively pursue illegal 
border crossers.

"That agents that know the area can go out 
and do the work they are trained to do," said 
Border Patrol spokesman David Jimarez.

Brandon Judd, president of the union 
representing Border Patrol agents in the 
Tucson Sector, Local 2544, echoed Jimarez.

"The more agents you free up to arrest the 
(illegal) aliens or drugs that are crossing, the 
more effective we will be," Judd said.

In Memoriam: Allen Dale June, 
USMC

WINDOW ROCK, Ariz. – Allen Dale June, 
one of the 29 original Navajo Code Talkers 
who confounded the Japanese during World 
War II by transmitting messages in their 
native language, has died.  He was 91.June 
died of natural causes Wednesday night at a 
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veterans hospital in Prescott, his wife, 
Virginia, told The Associated Press on 
Thursday.

He was hospitalized two months ago after 
visiting family on the Navajo Nation and was 
transferred from a Flagstaff hospital to 
Prescott, where he was under round-the-
clock care.

The Code Talkers took part in every assault 
the Marines conducted in the Pacific from 
1942 to 1945.  They sent thousands of 
messages without error on Japanese troop 
movements, battlefield tactics and other 
communications critical to the war's ultimate 
outcome.

Several hundred Navajos served as Code 
Talkers during the war, but a group of 29 that 
included June developed the code based on 

their native language.  Their role in the war 
wasn't declassified until 1968.

June, who attained the rank of Sergeant, 
received the Congressional Gold Medal in 

2001 along with other members of the 
original Code Talkers.

With his death, only two of the 29 are still 
living.

"The Navajo Nation lost a great warrior," 
Tribal Council Speaker Lawrence T. Morgan 
said in a statement.  "His unique service to 
his country brought positive attention to the 
Navajo Nation.  He will be missed."

June first tried to sign up for the Marines in 
his hometown of Kaibeto on the Navajo 
Nation, but a recruiter told him he was too 
young.  He then traveled to the reservation 
town of Chinle to enlist — because he 
figured people there wouldn't recognize him 
— and he could lie about his age and forge 
his father's signature, Virginia June said.

Even after the code was declassified in 
1968, June said little about his role as a 
Code Talker because he viewed it as 
bragging, his wife said.  Anyone who saw 
him in the past several years might have 
been able to guess he was a Code Talker, as 
he wore a red Navajo Code Talker cap with 
his name on it wherever he went and a black 
leather jacket with "Marines" written across 
the back.  He completed his look with a bolo 
tie that had a large turquoise stone.

Virginia June routinely handed out cards 
bearing Allen June's picture and rank in the 
Marines that he had autographed. Besides 
his wife, Allen June is survived by 10 
children. 
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Membership
Number Status Expires 

Last Day 
of . .

Member NameMember Name
295222 ACTV 201012 Barnes Larry R
169633 ACTV 201011 Berens Wayne J
336138 ACTV 201012 Berrian Jr. Howard A
169695 ACTV 201009 Chatigny Robert E
189208 ACTV 201012 Easley Robert
363944 ACTV 201012 Hall Frank A
316505 ACTV 201012 Harris David L
280404 ACTV 201009 Henry Winston
213765 ACTV 201010 Luttrell Ken
382040 ACTV 201011 Marston Jimmie L
106807 ACTV 201012 Mauntel Jr William E
271935 ACTV 201101 Osborn Sidney
274025 ACTV 201101 Zahn Terry

Please support V.V.A. Chapter 750 by renewing you membership today.
Thanks  Rod Kutz, Membership
Membership Renewal OptionsMembership Renewal Options Make checks Payable to: V.V.A. Chapter 750

1 Year $20 Please mail checks to:
V.V.A. Chapter 750
Attn: Membership
P.O. Box 1625
Ponca City, OK 74602-1625

All Membership Applications must be 
accompanied with a DD-214.

3 Years $50

Please mail checks to:
V.V.A. Chapter 750
Attn: Membership
P.O. Box 1625
Ponca City, OK 74602-1625

All Membership Applications must be 
accompanied with a DD-214.

Life Membership ScheduleLife Membership Schedule

Please mail checks to:
V.V.A. Chapter 750
Attn: Membership
P.O. Box 1625
Ponca City, OK 74602-1625

All Membership Applications must be 
accompanied with a DD-214.

Age <= 49 $250

Please mail checks to:
V.V.A. Chapter 750
Attn: Membership
P.O. Box 1625
Ponca City, OK 74602-1625

All Membership Applications must be 
accompanied with a DD-214.

50 - 55 $225

Please mail checks to:
V.V.A. Chapter 750
Attn: Membership
P.O. Box 1625
Ponca City, OK 74602-1625

All Membership Applications must be 
accompanied with a DD-214.

56 - 60 $200

Please mail checks to:
V.V.A. Chapter 750
Attn: Membership
P.O. Box 1625
Ponca City, OK 74602-1625

All Membership Applications must be 
accompanied with a DD-214.61 - 65 $175

Please mail checks to:
V.V.A. Chapter 750
Attn: Membership
P.O. Box 1625
Ponca City, OK 74602-1625

All Membership Applications must be 
accompanied with a DD-214.

= or > $150

Please mail checks to:
V.V.A. Chapter 750
Attn: Membership
P.O. Box 1625
Ponca City, OK 74602-1625

All Membership Applications must be 
accompanied with a DD-214.
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October 2010 Lock and Load
Vietnam Veterans of America
Chapter 750
P.O. Box 1625
Ponca City, OK 74602
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