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From the Presidents Desk:

Thanks to all who attended the July meeting. Our members make me
proud to be president.

Please keep in mind that the August meeting will be on the fourth
Thursday this month due to Mike Isbell, Marie Mayo, John Wiles and
myself will be attending the National convention in" Reno. We will be
reporting on this convention at our August meeting.

The Rifle Raffle and OU vs Texas Raffle tickets need to be sold so we
can build up our general fund and get the Ron Privett Scholarship fund
on healthy start. If you need tickets to sell get in touch with George
White for the Rifle and Mike Isbell for the OU vs Texas tickets. These
are big, big fundraisers for the year so please help out.

| know | asked this last month but nobody said anything. So again | will
ask does any body have an ideas about a fall Picnic? Personally | think
we should have one every year along with one in the spring.

ThatOs all for this month. See you all at the August meeting.

John H. Howe

President John H. Howe (580) 304-5053 President@okvva750.0rg
Vice-President Mike Isbell (580) 401-4648 gunnyisy@att.net
Secretary Marie Mayo (580) 628-3215 uswacmayo@yahoo.com
Treasurer Rod Kutz (580) 761-5746 rodkutz@sbcglobal.net
\Tvivg’fr']ztstferfdito” John H. Howe (580) 304-5053 | johnhhowe@me.com

V.V.A. Chapter 750 Board Members: John H Howe, Mike Isbell, Rod Kutz, Marie Mayo, Bob
Hart, Fred Collins and George White.

The next Chapter 750 business meeting: 21st, 1900 hours (7

p.m.), at the American Legion Post on

outh Street.

This newsletter was printed and distributed by THE!UPS!STORE, 14th St., Ponca City.
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21 July 2011 Minutes

Meeting called to order by President
Howe at 7 P.M.
Pledge of allegiance and moment of

silence for all POW/MIAOs and active

duty personnel.

Invocation by Larry Grantz.
22 Members present.

Minutes read and accepted.
Treasure report.

Committee reports Bob Hart
nothing new.

Membership 100.

stated

Old Business:
President Howe presented a past
president plague to Everett Dowell.

OU-Texas: Tickets and flyer were
passed out.

Rifle Raffle: Tickets and flyers were
passed out.

Crazy Days at Ponca Mall: President
Howe asked for help setting up a

booth.

Poker Run: David Harris stated flyer
would be available soon. Marie
showed picture of t-shirt design stated
needs more SpPonsors.

Scholarship Fund: Everett Dowell will
be head of committee helping him will
be Bob Hart,Jerry Johns, Larry Grantz
and Bob Robbins. They will set up the
criteria for the scholarship program

John Hoogendoor is still working a
getting us a booth at the fair.

New Business:

Wheel chair ramp for Simon Eagle will
be built sometime the last of Sept. also
fence will done about that time

Watch Fire will be held the 17t .of
September David Harris and Bob
Robbins in charge

Bob Robbins stated that he would like
to honor the left behind of the National
Guard units(families) at this years
Veterans Day Parade. Margy Privett
offered to assist Bob on the committee
for the parade.

Marie Mayo asked that we be thinking
about families for the Thanksgiving and
Christmas baskets also a family to
adopt she will check again this year
with the National Guard Units.

August Meeting is being moved to
August 25" after members return from
National Convention.

Meeting adjourned at 8:10 P.M.

Please try and attend the August 25"
meeting.

Roofing done Right

o EmE

Jeff Beets

Vice-President

Office 580-762-7705
Fax 580-762-7712

735 N. Union
Ponca City, OK 74601
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ADAMS, LUCIAN

Rank and organization: Staff Sergeant,
U.S. Army, 30th Infantry, 3d Infantry
Division.

Place and date: Near St. Die, France,
28 October 1944.

Entered service at: Port Arthur, Tex.
Birth: Port Arthur, Tex. G.O. No.: 20, 29
March 1945.

Citation: For conspicuous gallantry and
intrepidity at risk of life above and
beyond the call of duty on 28 October
1944, near St. Die, France. When his
company was stopped in its effort to
drive through the Mortagne Forest to
reopen the supply line to the isolated
third battalion, S/Sgt. Adams braved
the concentrated fire of machineguns
in a lone assault on a force of German
troops. Although his company had
progressed less than 10 yards and had
lost 3 killed and 6 wounded, S/Sgt.

Adams charged forward dodging from
tree to tree firing a borrowed BAR from
the hip. Despite intense machine gun
fire which the enemy directed at him
and rifle grenades which struck the
trees over his head showering him with
broken twigs and branches, S/Sgt.
Adams made his way to within 10
yards of the closest machine gun and
killed the gunner with a hand grenade.
An enemy soldier threw hand grenades
at him from a position only 10 yards
distant; however, S/Sgt. Adams
dispatched him with a single burst of
BAR fire. Charging into the vortex of
the enemy fire, he killed another
machine gunner at 15 yards range with
a hand grenade and forced the
surrender of 2 supporting infantrymen.
Although the remainder of the German
group concentrated the full force of its
automatic weapons fire in a desperate
effort to knock him out, he proceeded
through the woods to find and
exterminate 5 more of the enemy.
Finally, when the third German
machine gun opened up on him at a
range of 20 yards, S/Sgt. Adams killed
the gunner with BAR fire. In the course
of the action, he personally killed 9
Germans, eliminated 3 enemy machine
guns, vanquished a specialized force
which was armed with automatic
weapons and grenade launchers,
cleared the woods of hostile elements,
and reopened the severed supply lines
to the assault companies of his
battalion.

PAGH



VIETNAM VETERANS OF AMERICA CHAPTER 750 AUGUST 14, 2011

Medicare & Medicaid Services

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 1-800-325-0778) and ask for the
Services has announced that some Application for MedicareOs Part D Extra
Medicare beneficiaries could qualify Help.

for help with their prescription drug
costs, and be eligible to pay no more
than $2.50 for generic drugs and
$6.30 for each brand name drug. Find
out if you are eligible for the Medicare

This information was recently
updated. To learn more visit
www.disability.gov/health
health_insurance/medicare .

https://

Low-Income Subsidy Program (also
called "Extra Help"). You can also call
1-800-772-1213 (TTY

Vietnam vets, Widows Face Filing Deadline

In order to avoid losing thousands of
dollars, Vietnam veterans who have an
existing medical diagnosis in three new
Opresumptive diseasesO to file claims
before Aug. 30.

The Veterans Assistance Commission of
Lake County, IL notes that the U.S.
Department of Veterans Affairs refers to
Opresumptive diseasesO as certain
cancers and other health problems
related to exposure to Agent Orange or
other herbicides during military service.

The three new diseases are: Ischemic
heart disease, hairy cell and other B-cell
leukemias, and ParkinsonOs disease.

Qualifying veterans who file before the
Aug. 30 deadline are eligible to receive
up to one year of retroactive benefits.
They should contact the VAC at (847)
377-3344 to make an appointment or e-
mail veterans@lakecountyil.gov. The
office is located at 20 S. Martin Luther
King Jr. Ave., Waukegan. VAC reminds

veterans to bring their Military Discharge,
DD Form 214.

Mike Peck, VAC superintendent, said,
OWe strongly recommend that veterans
and their widows use a VA-certified
Veterans Service Officer through our
office. Officers will ensure proper
tracking of their claim and can provide
representation through the process.O

Additionally, if a Vietnam veteran died
from a heart attack, the spouse may
qualify for benefits because the death
may be due to their husbandOs exposure
to Agent Orange and a disability of
Ischemic heart disease. Qualifying
widows should file for ODependent
Indemnity CompensationO with the VAC
before the Aug. 30 deadline.

The U.S. VA has said it will streamline
claims for presumptive diseases through
its OAgent Orange Fast Track Claims
Processing System.O
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Irag Star by Orange County ChopperOs Paul Teutul

DonOt miss your opportunity to win a

one-of-a-kind custom motorcycle while

helping our nationOs Wounded

Warriors.Valued at over $100,000 and
custom built for Irag Star by Orange

County ChopperOs Paul Teutul, the bike

was designed and constructed for an

Since a maximum of 1,000 tickets will
be sold, your odds of winning are
outstanding! But time is running out!
the winner will be announced by
Marine Sgt. Tony Lino on September
11t at the Reagan Presidential Library,
during the 9/11 Freedom Walk.

episode of American Chopper. If those
star credentials werenOt already

To get your tickets, click here.

Or write to:
Iraq Star
250 East Easy Street, Suite 4
Simi Valley, CA. 93065
Or call:
1-800-817-3777

impressive enough, the bike was
auctioned off and won by the team of
Dr. Phil and Gary Sinise, who
graciously donated the bike back to
Irag Star so that they could maximize
the fund raising results.

The proceeds from the auction of the
Iraq Star Chopper will benefit the Iraq
Star Foundation, a non-profit that
provides pro bono reconstructive
surgery to severely wounded warriors.

If youOre in Southern California, you
can see the motorcycle on display at
the Ronald Reagan Presidential
Library.
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VA Reaches Out to Veterans to Explain Upcoming Changes to
Gl Bill

The Department of Veterans Affairs
(VA) is reaching out to inform Veterans
of recent changes made by Congress
to the Post 9/11 Gl Bill that take effect
in 2011.

9 )
Bivin “Associates, Inc.

Registered Investment Advisor
“The Retirement Specialists”

412 S. 14th / P.O. Box 510
Ponca City, OK 74602

(580) 762-1121 / (800) 352-3890
sbivin @bivinandassociates.com

Wm. Stan Bivin, CFP®

Certified Financial Planner
President

General Allison Hickey, Under

Secretary for Benefits, said OThe Post

9/11 Gl Bill is incredibly important
because it reduces the financial
burdens of higher education so that
Veterans have an opportunity to
achieve their education goals. VA
believes it is important for Veterans to
be aware of changes to the Gl Bill this
year and learn more about how these
changes may affect them.O

OI1tOs hard to believe how far we have a

come with the Post-9/11 GI Bill the
past two years,O stated General Hickey.

OToday, more than 537,000 students

have received over $11.5 billion in Gl
Bill benefits to help them take charge
of their future.O

Upcoming changes to the Post-9/11 Gl
Bill effective August 1, 2011 include

paying the actual net cost of all public
in-state tuition and fees, rather than
basing payments upon the highest in-
state tuition and fee rates for every
state; capping private and foreign
tuition at $17,500 per academic year;
and ending payments during certain
school breaks, to preserve VeteransO
entitlement for future academic
semesters. Also, certain students
attending private schools in select
states can now continue to receive
benefits at the same rate payable
during the previous academic year.

Beginning October 1, 2011, eligible
individuals will be able to use the
Post-9/11 Gl Bill for programs such as
non-college degrees, on-the-job
training, and correspondence courses,
and they will be eligible to receive a
portion of the national monthly housing
allowance rate when enrolled only in
distance learning courses.

Conner Construction and Remodeling

Dale Conner
155 South Rock Cliff Road
Ponca City, Oklahoma 74604

Phone: 580-762-4388 (home)
580-716-0201 (cell)

VA is implementing the latest round of
changes to the Post 9/11 Gl Bill and
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has already begun processing fall 2011
enrollment certifications. Outreach by
VA has helped to increase participation
by colleges and universities in the
Yellow Ribbon program, which helps
students avoid out-of-pocket costs that
may exceed the benefit. Today, more
than 2,600 schools are participating in
the Yellow Ribbon program.

OVA is committed to ensuring Veterans
have the information and tools they
need to succeed,O General Hickey
concluded.

Complete information on the Post-9/11
Gl Bill is available at: www.gibill.va.gov.
VAOs education information phone
number is: 1-888-GIBILL-1. For

ongoing benefit information, Veterans
and Servicemembers can log into the
VA eBenefits website:

www.eBenefits.va.gov. To ask a
guestion in a secure e-mail, use the

OAsk a QuestionO tab athttps://
www.qibill2.va.gov/cgi-bin/vba.cfg/ph

enduser/ask.php.

DEANS HOME IMPROVEMENIS

Dean Townley

Owner
* OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE
* SPECIALIZING IN YOUR

SATISFACTION

° Room Additions
 All types of repairs, Roofing
¢ Residential & Commercial
e Manufactured Homes
o Tile, Marble, Carpet, Linoleum

900 South 5th street
Ponca City OK 74601

PHONE (580) 304-6026

e-mail deantownley@yahoo.com

VA Launches New Prevention Initiative to Serve 22,000
Veteran Families at Risk of Homelessness
Announces Nearly $60 Million in Homeless Prevention Grants
Nationwide

Secretary of Veterans Affairs Eric K.
Shinseki announced today the award
of nearly $60 million in homeless
prevention grants that will serve
approximately 22,000 homeless and
at-risk Veteran families as part of the
new Supportive Services for Veteran
Families (SSVF) program. This initial
$60 million award will serve Veteran
families at 85 non-profit community
agencies in 40 states and the District

of Columbia under VAOs new homeless
prevention initiative.

OThis new homeless prevention
program will provide additional
comprehensive support to Veterans
who have served honorably, and now
find themselves in a downward spiral
toward despair and homelessness,O
said VA Secretary Eric K. Shinseki.
OThis program expands our capacity to
act before a Veteran becomes
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Continued:

homeless and to target the problem of
family homelessness. These grants
would not have been possible without
the extraordinary partnerships forged
with community organizers who are
firmly committed to making a positive
difference in lives of Veterans and
their families.O

» Workers’ Compensation
* Social Security Disability
* Personal Injury

e Insurance Bad Faith
* Wrongful Death
* Nursing Home Negligence

Fred Boettcher
Fred Boettcher Law

EASTMAN NATIONAL BANK BLDG.
222 E. GRAND AVE. MEZZANINE FLOOR
Ponca City, OK 74601

» Automobile Accident

WWW.BOETTCHERLAWOFFICE.COM

The SSVF Program, a critical element

of VAOs plan to prevent and end

homelessness among Veterans, will
promote housing stability among
homeless and at-risk Veterans and

their families. Under the SSVF
program, VA awards grants to private
non-profit organizations and consumer
cooperatives that can provide a range
of supportive services to eligible very
low-income Veteran families.
Supportive services include outreach,
case management, assistance in
obtaining VA benefits, and assistance
in obtaining and coordinating other
public benefits. Grantees will also
have the ability to make time-limited
temporary financial assistance
payments on behalf of Veterans for
purposes such as rent payments,
utility payments, security deposits and
moving costs.

More information about VAOs homeless
programs is available online at http://
www.va.gov/homeless. A list of award
recipients and details about the
Supportive Services for Veteran
Families program are available online

Senator Murray, Chair Senate Veterans Affairs Committee
speak out in opposition of Agent Orange Amendment

U.S. Senator Patty Murray, Chairman

of the Senate VeteransO Affairs

Committee, helped defeat an
amendment that would have created a
nearly impossible standard that must
be met before VA can establish a
presumption of service connection
based on exposure to Agent Orange.
In a speech before the vote, Senator

Murray described the amendment as
another hurdle Vietnam veterans
would have to overcome in their 40
year struggle for compensation. The
amendment, which Murray led the
fight against on the floor of the U.S.
Senate, ultimately failed to be
included in the Military Construction
and Veterans Affairs Appropriations
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Continued:

bill when Murray successfully asked
that the amendment be tabled and
prevailed by a vote of 69-30.

(hese veterans have been waiting,
and getting sicker, and dying for 40
years or more. How much longer do
we think they should wait? The time for
waiting is over,Osaid Senator Murray
on the Senate Floor before the vote.

for that war. They should not end up

. } Office (580) 762-3300
OVietnam veterans have paid enough Fax (580)762-4440

paying for our debt. It is us who owe
them a debt.O

Niemann Fencing Company
"Quality Materials and Expert Installation"

DON NIEMANN, JR.
P.O.Box 1188
Ponca City, OK 74602

A recent study found that the average American walks
about 900 miles a year. Another study found that Americans
drink, on average, 22 gallons of alcohol a year. That means
that, on average, Americans get about 41 miles to the gallon!
Makes you damned proud to be an American!

Giffords' Recovery Renews Focus on Vet Coverage Gap

From the critical moments after she
suffered a gunshot wound to the head
in January to her triumphant return to
Congress last week for a vote on the
debt limit deal, Rep. Gabrielle Giffords
owes her recovery in no small part to
veterans with similar injuries.

@RD’S

air conditioning, inc.
209 N. First ¢ Ponca City, OK 74601

Michael Ward

Home (580) 767-1087 / Office (580) 762-9513

The Season Professionals

Doctors and rehabilitation specialists
have learned a great deal from the
treatment of traumatic brain injuries in
combat veterans of lrag and
Afghanistan. One in five veterans of
those wars has suffered some form of
traumatic brain injury, most commonly
concussions from roadside bombs.

Yet veterans' health care doesn't
consistently cover cognitive
rehabilitation therapy, the same
therapy that's helped Giffords and
other well-known figures -- such as
Sen. Tim Johnson of South Dakota
and ABC News correspondent Bob
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Woodruff -- get their lives back to
normal after major brain traumas.

"If we fail to give people the tools they
need to do that, then we've shut them
out of society,"” said Susan Connors,
the president of the Brain Injury
Association of America.

While some veterans are getting very
good treatment, advocates say, others
are finding it difficult to get therapy or
even the testing to determine whether
they need it.

"It is a national disgrace," said Paul
Rao, the president of the American
Speech-Language Hearing
Association and Johnson's speech
therapist.

Cognitive rehabilitation can include
speech and communication therapies,
and therapies to boost memory and
social skills and relearn routine tasks
such as getting dressed and shopping
at the grocery store.

Connors compared it to elementary
school.

Except that "you aren't learning it for
the first time; you are relearning it,"
she said.

Pentagon spokeswoman Cynthia
Smith said in an email that under the
TRICARE insurance plan, which
covers members of the military,
rehabilitation therapy "must be
medically necessary and appropriate
care keeping with accepted norms for
medical practice in the U.S."

Brain-injury advocates say TRICARE
and civilian health-insurance providers
deny payment for cognitive
rehabilitation on the basis that it isn't
proven effective, despite its wide
embrace in the medical community
and by the Department of Veterans
Affairs.

Part of the problem is cost, typically
$27,000 for one hour a day of
treatment over six months.

Wild Bill's

Custom Embroidery ~ Hot Rod Art
Bill and Cathie Sanders
3447 N. Enterprise Road
Ponca City, OK 74604
H & W 580-765-9042
Bill 580-749-0161
Cathie 580-749-0160

Member of VVA Chapter 750
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Number Status Expires Last Member Name
"$57 $BSSPMM +|.BVSJDF +
"$57 $POOPDL %FMNBS "
"$57 $PWFZ $IBSMFT 7
"$57 ‘'VMU]J #SBEMFZ $
"$57 -FXJT +JN
"$57 JMMES $IBSMFT .
"$57 3JUUEFES "M
"$57 3PMBOE +BNFT .
"$57 8JMMJBNT |+PO

Please support V.V.A. Chapter 750 by renewing you membership

today. Thanks Rod Kutz, Membership

Membership Renewal Make checks Payable to: V.V.A. Chapter 750
Options

1 Year $20 Please mail checks to:

3 Years $50 V.V.A. Chapter 750

Life Membership Schedule

Age <= 49 |$250
50 - 55 $225
56 - 60 $200
61 - 65 $175
=or> $150

Attn: Membership
P.O. Box 1625

Ponca City, OK 74602-1625

All Membership Applications must be
accompanied with a DD-214.
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August LOCK & LOAD

Vietham Veterans of America
Chapter 750

P.O. Box 1625

Ponca City, OK 74602



